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The University of New Hampshire’s Crimes Against Children Research Center, a center that 

conducts research studies on the problems of online solicitations of youths and how these 

problems are being enforced. 

 

Problem Statement: 
 

Many children and parents are still unaware of the threat of online sexual predators or that 

there is an effort to protect them with laws governing the web at all. Our studies have proven 

that online law enforcement has tightened and law officials have been making more arrests. 

We have effectively researched these crimes in order to heighten awareness, but we have yet 

to make the general internet-going public aware.  

 

Goals/Objectives: 
 

To spread knowledge to children and parents of the potential dangers of the chat rooms and 

social networks on the internet. 

 

To have at least 60% of the nation’s school boards rate the UNH Center as the leading 

source of information and guidance on online threats to children within the next five 

years.  

 

Pitch:  

 

(The following pitch letter would go to Parents Magazine and PBS Kids) 

 

Dear News Editor, 

 

With the new developments of networks such as MySpace and Facebook, solicitations have 

shifted from chat rooms to online social networks; and recent studies have shown that in 

many cases, it is actually the youths who are actively seeking relationships with adults. The 

threat of online sexual predators is real, and with the tightened law enforcement and 

increased arrests, we can understand how prevalent this problem actually is. However, the 

problem that we must address is the fact that young children, students, and parents, are 

uneducated in the dangers of the World Wide Web, as well as how to avoid them. The 

University of New Hampshire’s Crimes Against Children Research Center is a leader for the 

communication of this issue. 

 

The UNH’s Center has been conducting research studies on the problems and prevalence of 

online solicitations of youths and the law enforcement involved. It has found that law 

enforcement on the web has tightened and there have been more arrests of online sexual 

predators, yet there is still a lack of knowledge about these threats and arrests. Parents still 

harness an immense fear for their young children wandering the web without supervision; 

however, there are groups fighting with them in order to protect their children. Children and 



parents must know what necessary precautions to take such as hiding personal information in 

order to protect themselves online so that youths do not become victims of such horrible 

crimes.     

 

The University of New Hampshire’s Crimes Against Children Research Center is trying hard 

to call attention to this issue. We believe this would be of interest to your viewers since your 

audience tends to be parents and educators. It would be great to know that you would work 

together with us in communicating this issue to the public. If you agree, we are ready to 

cooperate with you on any efforts you decide to make on this important issue. 

 

      Sincerely, 

 

The Director of the University of New Hampshire’s     

Crimes Against Children Research Center 
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Dangers of the Internet Subside with Tightened Law Enforcement 

Parents still have reason to worry about their young children on the web, in chat rooms and 

on social networks such as MySpace and Facebook, but according to the University of New 

Hampshire’s Crimes Against Children Research Center, predators have reason to worry as 

well. 

 

There has been a large increase in arrests being made of online predators due to tighter and 

more efficient law enforcement on the web. A survey shows that “Researchers saw a nearly 
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fivefold jump in arrests for soliciting undercover investigators who posed as juveniles — to 

3,100 in 2006, from 644 in 2000, the last time the study was conducted. By contrast, arrests 

for solicitations of actual children increased 21 percent to about 615 in 2006, from an 

estimated 508 in 2000, during a period in which Internet usage also grew sharply.” 

 

This serious problem is finally being addressed, gaining more awareness due to the UNH’s 

Center. It is helping parents battle online predators by working with other groups such as the 

Office of Justice Programs, National Science Foundation, Endowment for Health, Screening 

for Mental Health, Inc., Verizon Foundation, and the Annie E. Casey Foundation in order to 

inform school boards, parents, and children about what they can do to prevent any more 

victims. Their studies have found that solicitations have shifted from chat rooms to online 

social networks, and often, as opposed to popular belief, youths are actively seeking 

relationships with people they know are adults.  

 

One out of thirty-three children as young as ten years old fall victim to aggressive online 

solicitations, although many don’t report it. The arrests of the online predators is the first step 

in controlling these violations. The University of New Hampshire’s center is actively trying 

to promote the awareness of the potential dangers on the web, but the next step is to gain the 

support of the parents.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/
http://www.nsf.gov/
http://www.endowmentforhealth.org/
http://www.mentalhealthscreening.org/
http://www.mentalhealthscreening.org/
http://foundation.verizon.com/
http://www.aecf.org/


Broadcast Release: 

  

(60) Online sexual predators are prominent, but legal action is taking place. The University 

of New Hampshire’s Crimes Against Children Research Center has conducted many surveys 

finding that one in thirty-three children as young as ten fall victim to aggressive online 

solicitations, but arrests increased twenty-one percent from about five hundred eight in 2000 

to about six hundred fifteen in 2006. With the creation of MySpace and Facebook, 

solicitations have moved from chat rooms to social networks, and in some cases the youths 

are the ones seeking relationships with adults. Groups such as the UNH Center are working 

with law enforcement to spread knowledge of this situation and prevent victimizing and 

abusing children online.  

 

(30) Arrests of online sexual predators have increased twenty-one percent from about five 

hundred eight in 2000 to about six hundred fifteen in 2006. This steady increase is due to the 

research that the University of New Hampshire’s Crimes Against Children Research Center 

has done, creating the greater awareness and push for tightened law enforcement. One in 

thirty-three children as young as ten are being victimized by aggressive online solicitations. 

This group is fighting to prevent any more such crimes. 

 

 

 

PSA “To-be-read”: 

 

“Let’s face it, our kids know more about the internet than most of us parents. They can get 

around our blocks and even put blocks on us! There’s never really a way of knowing what 

your kids are up to, but we should pay more attention. One in thirty-three children as young 

as ten, fall victim to aggressive online solicitations, according to a recent survey. Check up 

on your kids, talk to them about internet safety. For more information, go to 

www.unh.edu/ccrc .”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unh.edu/ccrc


PSA – TV: 

 

Close-up shot of parents talking, have the 

mother and father sitting close, with a black 

background, very subtle solemn music 

coming into the PSA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Close-up of the girl speaking, and then 

switch the shot to a man being put into cuffs. 

 

 

After showing the man getting arrested, 

switch to a woman speaking with a 

notification that she is a director and 

representative from the UNH’s Center in the 

center with children in the background. 

 

 

After the director speaks, show the 

www.unh.edu/ccrc website on the 

screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother: “We didn’t even think something 

like this could happen to our daughter. Who 

knew to check out who she was talking to 

online? She always said that she was talking 

to her friends and we trusted her, as well as 

the chat rooms and the social networks she 

was using. But this man deceived our 

daughter and formed a relationship with her, 

acting as a young boy.” 

 

Father: “I stood by and allowed my daughter 

to be victimized by an online predator 

because I didn’t think to teach her about 

what and who to watch out for on the web. 

She was only thirteen, I should’ve, and I 

could’ve, protected her.” 

 

Daughter: “I didn’t know an adult would lie 

like that to try to hurt me. I thought I was 

going to meet up with a boy my age at the 

ice cream parlor, but when a man 

approached me, I was terrified, confused, 

and hurt. I had no idea what to do; I felt so 

vulnerable.” 

 

 

“This is just one of many stories about 

online predators and solicitations of 

youths, many of which go unreported. 

There have been man improvements in 

the laws governing the web in order to 

make more arrests, but it is important 

that parents talk to their children and 

together they take the necessary 

precautions. In today’s day and age 

technology is reaching out to young kids 

and they all know how to use the 

internet, probably more efficiently than 

most adults. Children as young as ten 

fall victim to crimes on the internet don’t 

let it happen your child.” 

 

 

 

http://www.unh.edu/ccrc


VNR – TV:  

 

Anchor lead-in 

 

 

A girl is being interviewed by a female 

reporter sitting in a room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now to the interviewer, consoling the girl 

for sharing her story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to the news reporter  

 

 

 

 

VNR – INTERNET: 

 

A flash of this text in white against black in 

the middle of the screen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another flash of this text in white 

against black in the middle of the screen 

then switch to the next line of text 

 

“Children still face many dangers on the 

internet, but some groups are taking action.” 

 

The girl starts to tell her story, “I was just 

fooling around, it was nice to get some 

attention, I didn’t think that by lying about 

my age and talking to people online, I could 

find myself in any trouble. The man I was 

talking to, whom I thought was just a teen 

like me, starting getting really aggressive, 

asking personal questions, and asking to 

meet me. I got scared and finally told my 

parents.” 

 

“Thank you for sharing with us,” (touching 

her knee) “she’s just one of many of the 

young boys and girls who are victims of 

aggressive online solicitations, one in thirty-

three children as young as ten report such 

crimes, according the University of New 

Hampshire’s Crimes Against Children 

Research Center, the leader in this fight for 

internet safety.” 

 

“For more information on how you can 

do your part in supporting these efforts 

to stop online solicitations of youths, 

please go to www.unh.edu/ccrc “ 

 

 

 

 

 

“Are you safe?”  

 

Show middle-aged men online in chat rooms 

posing as teens, and young children 

wandering into these chat rooms and 

stumbling upon adults web pages. 

 

“Do you know who you’re talking to?” 

 

Find internet safety tips and further 

information on online solicitations at 

www.unh.edu/ccrc  

http://www.unh.edu/ccrc
http://www.unh.edu/ccrc

